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contemplation by the loyal North. They had also
come near losing their own capital on at least one
occasion. So here was a stand-off. The campaign
now begnn was destined to result in heavier losses
to both armies, in a given time, than any previously
suffered; but the carnage was to be limited to a
single year, and to accomplish all that had been
anticipated or desired at the beginning in that time.
"We had to have hard fighting to achieve this. The
two armies had been confronting each other so long,
without any decisive result, that they hardly knew
which could whip.

rarvr <q> Ten days' rations, with a supply of forage and
333 ammunition, were taken in wagons. Beef-cattle
were driven with the trains and butchered as
wanted. Three days' rations in addition, in haver-
sacks, and fifty rounds of cartridges, were carried
on the person of each soldier.

Topography The country over which the army had to oper-
ate, from the Eapidan to the crossing of the James
River, is rather flat, and is cut by numerous streams
which make their way to the Chesapeake Bay. The
crossings of these streams by the army were gener-
ally made not far above tide-water, and where they
formed a considerable obstacle to the rapid advance
of troops even when the enemy did not appear in
opposition. The country roads were narrow and
poor. Most of the country is covered with a dense
forest, in places, like the Wilderness and along the
Chiekahoxniny, almost impenetrable even for in-
fantry except along the roads. All bridges were
naturally destroyed before the National troops came
to them.
The Army of the Potomac was composed of three


